
Parent Prospector Press   

     To focus instruction for increased student achievement. 

        On Top of the World and Reaching for the Future 
                          December 10, 2018 - December 15, 2018 

   
Principal Update: 
by Principal Dr. Angela Chomokos  

Congratulations to our Fall Athletics and Activities on their successful seasons. High school 
athletics and activities are a very important component of a student’s high school years. It is 
not secret that students who participate in extracurricular activities learn the benefit of 
representing themselves as well as their communities. And as losing is never a joyful 
experience, there is a lot to be said for the honor of representing your school and learning the 
lesson of team rivalries and the praise of a job well done. Many surveys have been conducted 

that found the average GPA of high school students who are actively involved in activities and/or sports is higher 
than those of students who are not engaged in their high school extracurricular offerings. In more recent years 
there has been an emphasis on students learning persistence, patience and practice (along with hard work). The 
never give up mentality that benefits students long after their high school years, has been observed as these 
students tend to have a success mindset. The message we share to all Prospectors is to get involved, stay focused 
and concentrated, these skills will serve you throughout life.  

AJHS Final Exam days are quickly approaching. Please encourage your son/daughter to maintain focus these last 
couple of weeks and to concentrate on successful completion of their coursework. This time of year can be very 
stressful for students and we encourage them to get plenty of sleep and  practice healthy habits in preparation for 
their exams. Attendance is also critical for academic success. Poor attendance impacts a student’s ability to achieve 
the best grades possible, and in some cases, may result in loss of credit for a class.  

Fall Semester 2018 Final Exam Schedule 
 

Wednesday 12/19 

1st  Final Exam  7:15 am - 8:25 am 

2nd    8:31 am - 9:19 am 

3rd    9:25 am - 10:13 am 

4th/Lunch    10:13 am - 10:58 am 

5th  Final Exam  11:04 am - 12:14 pm 

6th    12:20 pm - 1:07 pm 

7th    1:13 pm - 2:00 pm 

 
 
 
 



Thursday 12/20 

1st    7:15 am - 8:03 am 

2nd  Final Exam  8:09 am - 9:19 am 

3rd    9:25 am - 10:13 am 

4th/Lunch    10:13 am - 10:58 am 

5th    11:04 am - 11:51 am 

6th  Final Exam  11:57 am - 1:07 pm 

7th    1:13 pm - 2:00 pm 

 

Friday 12/21 

1st    7:15 am - 7:32 am 

2nd    7:38 am - 7:54 am 

3rd  Final Exam  8:00 am - 9:10 am 

4th/Lunch    9:10 am - 9:40 am 

5th    9:46 am - 10:02 am 

6th    10:08 am - 10:24 am 

7th  Final Exam  10:30 pm - 11:40 am 

 

Best Regards,  

 Dr. Angela Chomokos 

 
Our Administrators & Counselors 

 
Dr. Angela Chomokos  Principal    Bria Jenkins  Counselor Grades 9/10 
Ms. Tanya Loftis  Assistant  Principal    Valerie McFarlin  Counselor Grades 11/12 
Ms. Sue Campbell  Assistant Principal    Jillian Conway  Psychologist 
Mr. Tim Vanda  Special Services/EVIT       
Ms. Dawn Schwenckert  Athletic Director/Teacher 

StudCo Advisor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     



Prospector Weekly Calendar 
Monday, December 10 
All Day Pajama Day AJHS Campus 
7:30 am Facilities Meeting Front Office Conference 
7:00 pm Movie Night - The Grinch Practice Field 

 
Tuesday, December 11  
All Day Festive Socks & Hats AJHS Campus 
8:00 am Community Caroling Varsity Choir Mountainbrook Village 
4:00  & 6:00 pm Girls Soccer Moon Valley 
5:30  & 7:00 pm Boys Basketball North Gym 
5:30 & 7:00 pm Girls Basketball Saguaro 
6:00 pm School Board Meeting District Office  

 
Wednesday, December 12  Professional Development - Early Release 11:40a 
All Day Ugly Sweater AJHS Campus  
11:40a Staff Professional Development 
4:00 pm Wrestling (weigh-ins @ 3:00 pm) North Gym 

 
Thursday, December 13 
All Day Red and Green Day AJHS Campus 
8:30 am EVIT Presentation PAC 
6:00 pm Boys Soccer AJHS 
6:30 pm HS Band/Guitar Concert PAC 

 
Friday,  December 14 
All Day Flannel Day AJHS Campus 
6:30 am Faculty Meeting 9/10 Bld 
12:30 pm Girls Soccer Red Mtn Soccer Complex 
3:00 pm Football Banquet & Awards AJHS Cafeteria  
5:30 & 7:00 pm Boys Basketball Tempe High 
5:30 & 7:00 pm Girls Basketball North Gym 

 
Saturday, December 15 
9:30 am Girls Soccer Red Mtn Soccer Complex 
7:00 am ROTC Air Rifle Event South Gym 

 
Important Dates to Remember 

 
December 12 Early Release 
December 13 Band/Guitar Concert 
December 19-21 Final Exams 
December 20 Orchestra Concert 
December 21 End of Semester (Early Release) 
December 24-January 6 No School 

Winter Break 
Happy Holidays 

January 16 Early Release 
January 17         ASVAB Testing 
January 21 No School 
January 24, 25, 31, &  February 1 Wizard of Oz 



February 4-6 Writing Benchmark #2 
February 9 ACT 
February 13 Early Release 
February 18 No School 
February 21       Bus Evacuation 
February 25-March 1 IE Benchmark Posttest  
March 6 Choir Concert 
March 9 SAT 
March 11-22 Spring Break 
March 25-April 19 AIMS Science Testing  
April 1-26          Spring AzMerit 
April 10 Early Release 
April 15 Academic Awards Night 

April 19 No School 
April 24 Scholarship Night 
April 25-26 The Lion King Jr. 
April 30 - May 1 AdvancEd Visit 
May 6 - 8 IE Biology Posttest 
May 6    42nd Annual Senior Scholarship Night 
May 7 Band Concert 
May 8 Early Release 
May 9 Orchestra Concert 
May 10 Beginning Drama Productions 
May 15 Choir Pops Concert 
May 23 Commencement (Graduation) 
 

 
 

 

Field Trips 
  12/11/18 Community Caroling Varsity Choir 

 
If your field trip is not listed here contact Kathy Allyn at kallyn@goaj.org  

Fundraisers 

If your fundraiser is not listed here contact Kathy Allyn at kallyn@goaj.org 

 
General Information: 

Be sure to mark your calendars for our 21st Annual NJROTC Benefit Car and Motorcycle Show.   The event will be 
Saturday, March 2, 2019 from, 10:00a - 3:00p.  Anyone interested in entering a vehicle or making a prize donation can 
contact Lisa Schroeder at 928-460-0331 or Daniele Darnell at 602-418-6633.   
 
Have you ever wondered how you can help our school?  One way is through AJHS Booster Club.  The Booster Club is 
a non-profit organization that offers financial support to all our AJHS student groups.  Volunteers raise the funds for 
our school by manning the concession stands at our sports events.   They are always in need of help and it’s easy to 
sign-up just follow this link  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f084ba4af2ba4fb6-20182019 

In response to the CDC and FDA’s recall on romaine lettuce AJUSD has pulled all romaine lettuce from our menu and 
we have replaced it with spring mix or spinach and we will continue to serve iceberg lettuce.  Romaine will not be 
offered on our menu for the remainder of this school year even though romain is starting to reach the market again. 
We will re-evaluate the product for the 2019/2020 school year. 

This year we have embarked on a number of campus improvements that have cost the District little or no money. 
Last summer we began by doing some much needed painting both on the interior and exterior of the buildings. 
During this same timeframe, the maintenance department also fixed a number of planters and retaining walls that 
were falling apart. Our projects have continued to include the replacement of a small portion of carpeting that had 
deteriorated or had become a tripping hazard. This particular work was done with no cost to the District as the 
monies were donated specifically for this improvement. The high school team has proven to be great scavengers as 
we have pulled from a variety of storage areas to furnish classrooms and offices without purchasing any new items. 
We extend a big thank-you to our donors who have given us used furniture and monies to support the classrooms 
and office areas.  

Most recently, one of our students contributed to the campus improvements by redoing seven (7) planter boxes 
which had been left unused for quite some time. These boxes are in heavily populated areas on campus and as stated 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f084ba4af2ba4fb6-20182019?fbclid=IwAR1iVEW6idKHkpWGRi9MWJZ5JZRnpxLq6nrDfhLp4XBtuUF16wcLT2TpS1w


by Gabe Morris, project organizer, they were an eyesore. Gabe felt that it was important for the all of us, including 
the students to make every effort for campus beautification, “by installing more plants (via sponsorships from local 
nurseries) we are both increasing the value of the school, and encouraging local business to succeed.” Gabe recruited 
volunteers to assist with the project, and Dr. Chomokos met the crew on a Saturday for them to complete their work. 
Gabe and his team planted the new cactus garden and two new trees.  The pictures tell the story as the planters are 
an amazing addition to our campus improvement efforts.  

 

Thank-you to Gabe and his hard working crew! 

Student Council Update    
by Ms. Dawn Schwenckert 
 

● Student Council is organizing a food drive through December 14.  Students should donate non-perishable 
food items to their 5th hour class.  The class with the most items will win a pizza party! 

● Spirit Week December 10 - December 14 
○ Monday:  Pajama Day 
○ Tuesday:  Festive Hats & Socks 
○ Wednesday:  Ugly Sweater 
○ Thursday:  Red and Green 
○ Friday:  Flannel Friday 

● Student Council will be hosting a movie night on Monday, December 10th at 7:00 p.m. on the practice field. 
We will be showing The Grinch. 

Bragging Corner 
Congratulations to Austin Sample.  He signed his letter of intent to play baseball for Division 2 Minot State in North 
Dakota! 

Congratulations to Gibson Limongello who placed first at the Millenium Invitational along with Ethan Wright who 
took 2nd!  Way to go gentlemen. 

Teachers/staff and students~~Did you read the Press this week? If yes, you have until 7:10 am on Tuesday 12/11 to 
enter your name in the Prospector Press drawing. Put your name on a small piece of paper and submit to Kathy 
Allyn~~5 teachers/staff and 5 student names will be drawn on Wednesday 12/12.  

Have Bragging News--please share! 

This will allow us to recognize the many accomplishments of the Prospectors  family. Send information to achomoko@goaj.org 
_________________________ 

9/10 Academic Update 
by Ms. Tanya Loftis  
 
Spring 2019 Schedule Change Request will be open 12/10-12/20/2018.  Please access via the AJHS website or the link 
below.   



2019 Spring Schedule Change Request 
 
Acceptable reasons for schedule change request:   
* Successful completed course during summer.  
*Missing a course required for graduation.   
* Missing a class period in schedule (hole).   
*Teacher changed for the same course from Fall to Spring.  
* Failure in a course.  
* Medical reason (doctor/medical documentation required). 
 
Please allow counselors 48 hours to address your schedule change needs.   Status of your Course Request Change will 
be emailed to your goaj.org account.   

11/12 Academic Update 
by Ms. Sue Campbell  
 
Last chance to order your cap and gown on Campus 
If you have not yet ordered your graduation items (cap and gown), Jostens will be back for a last chance for you to 
order on campus. They will be here Wednesday, December 12th in front of the Cafeteria at lunch!  
 
The school special on the front of the senior packet has been extended. You can pick up a packet from Ms. Romney 
in the bookstore.   
 
You may also order online at www.jostens.com 
 
Celebrate your Senior with a Senior Ad in the Yearbook 
Did you know you could celebrate your senior and their high school accomplishments by placing a senior ad in the 
yearbook.  Yearbook ads are a great way to celebrate student success and milestones and reflect on the person your 
student has become. Show your pride and support your school at the same time.  
 
There are a variety of options and prices for you to choose from:  
$125.00 - Full Page 
$80.00 - 1/2 Page 
$50.00 -1/4 Page 
 
The deadline to place you ad in the yearbook is January 31, 2019. 
 
Visit the Josten’s website to design and place your ad today. 
http://jostensadservice.com?REF=A00218800<http://jostensadservice.com/?REF=A00218800>  

Counseling Corner 
Junior and Senior students: Bank of America’s, Student Leaders Program is looking for young people who want to 
participate in a paid internship and week-long Student Leaders Summit in Washington , DC. There is an online 
application available at: bankofamerica.com/studentleaders. The deadline to apply is February 1, 2019. For more 
information see Ms. McFarlin in Counseling. 
 
Seniors: Planning to attend Arizona State University? Starbucks has a program for benefits eligible part time or full 
time employees to receive 100% of their tuition paid. It is called the Pathway to Admission an extension of the 
Starbucks College Achievement Plan for Starbucks employees. For more information see Ms. McFarlin in Counseling 
and view the video at: http://starbucks.com/collegeplan  
 
Seniors: The Apache Trail Chapter of Arizona Society, Daughters of the American Revolution, Pat Brenner 2019 
Scholarship is open for applicants. You must be an AJ senior, a son, daughter or grandchild of a full member of the 
Apache Trail Chapter of the DAR planning to attend community college, university or technical college for the Fall 
of 2019. The application is available in Counseling with Ms. McFarlin. 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScGi9yXfocnuD34jonT8SRgQMDS86lXvYGCDPzXwdIgk-4E9g/viewform?usp=sf_link
http://www.jostens.com/
http://jostensadservice.com/?REF=A00218800
http://jostensadservice.com/?REF=A00218800
http://starbucks.com/collegeplan


Seniors of African American/Black decent: The Ron Brown Scholarship Program will be awarding 10 scholarships 
to students who are excelling academically. For more information and the application go to: 
https://studentscholarships.org/scholarship/9535/ron_brown_scholarships_program_scholarship.php  
 
Seniors:  The U.S. Junior Chamber International (JCI) Senate Foundation grants twenty, $1,000 scholarships to 
graduating high school seniors who plan to continue their education at accredited post-secondary colleges, 
universities or vocational schools. The deadline for return of the completed application forms to the state 
chairperson is January 11, 2019. Please go to: 
https://studentscholarships.org/scholarship/12734/united_states_ici_senate_scholarships_ scholarships.php  

EVIT Update 
By Mr. Tim Vanda 
 
AJ/EVIT is very excited to welcome Mr. Enrique Reyes as the new Construction Instructor.  Mr. Reyes comes to us with 
a wealth of experience, knowledge and skills to pass on to our students.  
   
My name is Enrique Reyes. I am the new Construction Instructor. I am 39 years old and I've been married for 16 
years.  I have 3 children, 1 dog and a rabbit. I've been an Arizona resident for 17 years. I come from a big family " 8 
sisters and 2 brothers". I treasure family time. I have been in the construction industry for 15 years. I have taught 
carpentry to adults. I enjoy sharing my knowledge to help other individuals to better themselves in the work 
industry. I feel a great gratification seeing my students learn construction skills in my class. I invite everyone to 
enroll in my class so you can learn how to build things with you own hands. I am looking forward to working here 
with everyone. Feel free to stop by and say hi! 
 
The EVIT Presentation is scheduled for December 13th for all freshman and sophomores students in the PAC. EVIT 
representatives are looking forward to sharing amazing career opportunities during your Junior and Senior year. 
The best part of the program is that you choose which EVIT program will fuel your passion!  All of our 40 plus 
programs are “Free” with the exception of supply fees that can also be covered with good attendance and grades by 
the Evit Education Foundation.  
 
Attention Sophomores, if you would like to gain a greater understanding of the program you are interested in or to 
spark a new interest, join Apache Junction on a tour of EVIT on January 14th 9:00am-11:00am. You will need to get a 
permission slip from your counselor as we will be riding the bus over to the Main Campus.  
 
If you haven't had a tour of EVIT mark down January 26th from 9:00 am to 1:00pm for the EVIT EXPO. This is a great 
opportunity for you to see the whole campus with family and friends and take a closer look at over 40 Programs. 
EVIT offers various certifications and licenses for all programs to help you start your foundation for the future. EVIT 
also has adult programs so if you are a Senior come check out EVIT. The opportunities are endless. 

Athletic Update   
by Ms. Dawn Schwenckert  

What’s the Score? 

Sport  Opponent  Freshmen  JV  Varsity 

Boys Basketball 
Desert Edge    Loss  Loss 

Marcos de Niza    Loss  Loss 

Girls Basketball 
Desert Edge    Loss  Loss 

Marcos de Niza    Loss  Win 

Boys Soccer  Buckeye      Loss 

https://studentscholarships.org/scholarship/9535/ron_brown_scholarships_program_scholarship.php
https://student/


Wrestling  Florence, ALA, & 
Combs 

    2nd 

 

 

Apache Junction High School 
2525 S. Ironwood 

Apache Junction, AZ  85120 
(480)474-3980 phone 

(480)982-3787 fax 
Office Hours:  6:30am - 3:00pm 


